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Kildare seemed at its topmost height, when the Earl attended
Henry to the Field of the Cloth of Gold, and, like his father,
wedded a near relation of the King.
The change, meanwhile, which, for some years, had been
passing over the English Monarchy, was beginning to produce
its effects in Ireland.   The dynasty of the Tudors had, by
degrees, acquired stability, and was growing in strength; the
power of feudalism was passing away, with the decline of the
great nobles, in a new era j and Wolsey, the Richelieu of his
day, was   extending   the influence of the  Crown in every
direction, and turning the government into a scarcely veiled
despotism.    It was impossible that these tendencies should
not affect Ireland; and the condition of the island, where a
still struggling colony with difficulty maintained the English
name, and where feudal and Celtic chaos prevailed in the
great tracts beyond the still narrow Pale, seemed to invite the
presence of Royal authority, to subjugate, to civilise, and to
enlarge the domain of order.    The. state papers of the time
had begun to teem with accounts of the misrule of the Anglo-
Norman lords, of the barbarism of the Celtic chiefs, and of the
wretchedness of a community the prey of lawlessness and
incessant wars; and numerous schemes had been proposed,
especially by English observers on the spot, for reducing the
country to complete subjection, and putting an end to disorder
and anarchy, by making the power of the Crown absolute, and
by colonisation following a thorough conquest.     Under the
influence, probably, of views of this kind, another turn occurred
in the affairs of Ireland;  Kildare, though apparently still in
power, was removed from his government in 1520; and Lord
Surrey, the son of the victor of Flodden, one of the most
trusted of Henry's soldiers and statesmen, was placed in his
stead, as Viceroy, with the fullest powers.   The counsels of
Surrey were in accord with the new policy just referred to;
and stern and harsh as they certainly were, it is to be regretted,